* "DAILY   SELF-SURPAST*'

Benguella was at that time the chief slave-market
for the cocoa islands, and the gangs, having been
marched along the flat piece of coast from Katum-
bella, were herded into large yards till the day before
the fortnightly ship arrived. They were then ranged
up before the Governmental Curador, who asked
them whether they were willing to go as labourers
to San Thome. As a rule no answer was given, and
in no case was the slightest notice taken of an answer.
Each was given a disc with a number and the name
of the agent who had secured him, and a tin cylinder
containing his name and the date and place of origin.
By diplomatic hypocrisy this process was called cc re-
deeming " the slave and converting him into a cc con-
tracted labourer ". All the slaves were then decked
out with brilliant coloured cloths, blankets and caps,
and herded aboard the vessel which in eight days
was to land them in San Thome, there to be allotted
to the plantations which had requisitioned for them.
In one or other of the two islands they were doomed
to live as slaves for the rest of their lives. When
I was there no one had ever returned. For which
reason the natives called the voyage Okalunga, or the
Abyss.

As to profit, the licensed agents at Benguella would
give from sixteen pounds to eighteen pounds at the
port, and a planter on the islands would give from
twenty-six pounds to thirty pounds for any man or
woman delivered in good condition. But the appar-
ent profit was not net. What with licence, stamp
duty, and landing charges, the Government took about
thirty shillings, and the steamboat company charged
two pounds per head for the voyage. The Curador
had to get something, the ship's captain got four
shillings per head for every slave safely landed, and
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